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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the Application filed 03/30/01 . Claims 1 -1 5 
are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chapman et al (6,526,386) in view of Martin et al (6,862,571 ). 

(A) As per claiml , Chapman discloses a method for renewing an insurance contract 
for an insured risk comprising the steps of: storing data associated with said insurance 
contract in a system server by an insurer (See Chapman, Col.1 , lines 27-58); providing 
electronic access to said system server by way of a website (See Chapman, Col.2, lines 
59-65); allowing a representative of a ceding party to said contract to access said 
system server to renew said contract (See Chapman, Col.3, lines 1-16); upon said 
representative accessing said system server to renew said contract, displaying through 
said website at least one question to determine if a change has occurred with respect to 
said insured risk which would affect terms of said contract (See Chapman, Col.2, lines 
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27-48); prompting said representative to answer said at least one question (See 
Chapman, Col. 6, lines 15-30). 

Chapman does not explicitly disclose upon said representative answering said 
question through said website in such a manner as to indicate no substantial change 
which would affect terms of said contract, generating by said system server, renewal 
terms for renewal of said contract and displaying said renewal terms on said website; 
and allowing said representative to electronically accept said renewal terms through 
said website. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Martin. In 
particular, Martin teaches upon said representative answering said question through 
said website in such a manner as to indicate no substantial change which would affect 
terms of said contract, generating by said system server, renewal terms for renewal of 
said contract and displaying said renewal terms on said website; and allowing said 
representative to electronically accept said renewal terms through said website (See 
Martin, Col.5, lines 4-44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Martin the system of Chapman with the 
motivation of providing recredential process, thus eliminating the long term need for 
physicians to recomplete insurance applications or insurance renewal applications (See 
Martin, Col.2, lines 60-64). 
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(B) As per claim 2, Chapman discloses the method as set forth in claim 1 and 
including the step of: upon acceptance of said renewal terms by said representative, 
generating by said system server and displaying on said website a confirmation 
message regarding renewal of said contract (See Chapman, Col.4, lines 45-67). 

(C) As per claim 3, Chapman discloses the method as set forth in Claim 1 further 
including the steps of: upon said representative responding to said question through 
said website in such a manner as to indicate a change with respect to said 

insured risk which would affect terms of said contract, providing on said website means 
to enable entry of explanatory information by said representative regarding said change 
(See Chapman, Col .2, lines 27-48); and providing means for said representative to 
electronically convey said explanatory information to an underwriter of said insurer 
(See Chapman, Col.4, lines 3-13). 

(D) As per claim 4, Chapman discloses the method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein 
said step of allowing a representative of a ceding party to said contract to access said 
system server to renew said contract includes providing a listing of contracts of said 
ceding party including an indication of whether said contract is subject to renewal or 
whether said contract has been renewed (See Chapman, Col. 3, lines 35-67 to Col.4, 
line 19). 
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(E) As per claim 5, Chapman discloses a method for renewing an insurance contract 
comprising the steps of: storing data associated with said insurance contract in a 
system server; providing electronic access to said system server by way of a website 
(Col.2, lines 59-65); upon a representative of a ceding party to said contract accessing 
said system server to renew said contract, displaying through said website a plurality of 
underwriting questions which can be answered yes or no to determine if a change has 
occurred with respect to an insured risk which would affect terms of said contract (See 
Chapman, Col.3, lines 1-37). 

Chapman does not explicitly disclose upon said representative of said ceding 
party responding no to each of said underwriting questions through said website 
indicating no change has occurred with respect to an insured risk, generating by said 
system server renewal terms to enable renewal of said contract and displaying said 
renewal terms on said website; and allowing said representative to electronically accept 
said renewal terms through said website. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Martin. In 
particular, Martin teaches upon said representative of said ceding party responding no 
to each of said underwriting questions through said website indicating no change has 
occurred with respect to an insured risk, generating by said system server renewal 
terms to enable renewal of said contract and displaying said renewal terms on said 
website (See Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41); and allowing said representative to electronically 
accept said renewal terms through said website (See Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Martin the system of Chapman with the 
motivation of providing recredential process, thus eliminating the long term need for 
physicians to recomplete insurance applications or insurance renewal applications (See 
Martin, Col .2, lines 60-64). 

(F) As per claim 6, Chapman discloses the method as in claim 5 further including the 
step of: upon acceptance of said renewal terms by said representative, 

generating by said system server and displaying on said website a 

confirmation message regarding renewal of said contract (See Chapman, Col .4, lines 

45-67). 

(G) As per claim 7, Chapman discloses the method as in Claim 5 further including 
the steps of: upon said representative answering yes to one of said underwriting 
questions indicating a change with respect to said insured risk, providing on said 
website means to enable entry of explanatory information by said representative 
regarding said change (See Chapman, Col.2, lines 27-48); and electronically conveying 
a message regarding said contract, said change, and said explanatory information to an 
underwriter of said insurer (See Chapman, Col.4, lines 3-13). 

(H) As per claim 8, Chapman discloses the method as set forth in Claim 5 wherein 
said step of allowing a representative of a ceding party to said contract to access said 
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system server to renew said contract includes providing a listing of contracts of said 
ceding party including an indication of whether said contract is subject to renewal 
or whether said contract has been renewed (See Chapman, Col.3, lines 35-67 to Col.4, 
line 19). 

(I) As per claim 9, Chapman discloses a method for renewing an insurance contract 
and comprising the steps of: storing in a system server data associated with a plurality 
of insurance contracts issued to a ceding party by an insurer (See Chapman, Col.3, 
lines 17-37); providing secure internet access to said system server by way of a website 
(See Chapman, Col.2, lines 59-65); providing access through said website to a listing of 
said insurance contracts issued to said ceding party, wherein said listing for each 
contract includes an indication of a status of each said contract including an indication if 
said contract is available for renewal (See Chapman, Col.3, lines 1-16); allowing said 
representative to electronically select for renewal one of said contracts from said listing 
(See Chapman, Col.5, lines 44-53); upon said representative selecting one of said 
contracts for renewal, displaying through said website a plurality of underwriting 
questions, which can be answered yes or no, to determine if a change has occurred 
with respect to said insured risk which would affect the underwriting of said contract 
(See Chapman, Col.3, lines 1-37); generating by said system server and displaying on 
said website a confirmation message confirming renewal of said contract (See 
Chapman, Col.4, lines 45-67); upon said representative answering yes to one of said 
underwriting questions indicating a change with respect to said insured risk, providing 
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on said website means to enable entry of explanatory information by said representative 
regarding said change (See Chapman, Col.2, lines 27-48); and electronically conveying 
a message regarding said contract, said change, and said explanatory information to an 
underwriter of said insurer (See Chapman, Col.4, lines 3-13). 

Chapman does not explicitly disclose upon said representative of said ceding 
party responding no to each of said underwriting questions through said website 
indicating no change has occurred with respect to an insured risk, generating by said 
system server renewal terms to enable renewal of said contract and displaying said 
renewal terms on said website; allowing said representative to electronically accept said 
renewal terms through said website. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Martin. In 
particular, Martin teaches upon said representative of said ceding party responding no 
to each of said underwriting questions through said website indicating no change has 
occurred with respect to an insured risk, generating by said system server renewal 
terms to enable renewal of said contract and displaying said renewal terms on said 
website (See Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41); allowing said representative to electronically 
accept said renewal terms through said website (See Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Martin the system of Chapman with the 
motivation of providing recredential process, thus eliminating the long term need for 
physicians to recomplete insurance applications or insurance renewal applications (See 
Martin, Col.2, lines 60-64). 
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(J) As per claim 1 0, Chapman discloses a program adapted to be run on said server 
to provide access to the contract account file on the server to the insured through a 
communications network to renew. the insurance contract (See Chapman, Col. 6, lines 
15-450; upon accessing said contract account file by the insured, said program directing 
said server to display to the user through the communications network at least one 
question to determine if a change has occurred with respect to said insured risk which 
would affect terms of said contract (See Chapman, Col.3, lines 1-37). 

Chapman does not explicitly disclose said program prompting said user to 
provide an answer to said at least one question; upon receipt of an answer to said at 
least one question indicating no change which would affect the terms of the insurance 
contract, said program directing said server to generate renewal terms for renewal of 
the insurance contract and displaying said renewal terms to said user through the 
communications network; and said program prompting the insured to accept the 
renewal terms through said server. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Martin. In 
particular, Martin teaches said program prompting said user to provide an answer to 
said at least one question (See Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41); upon receipt of an answer to 
said at least one question indicating no change which would affect the terms of the 
insurance contract, said program directing said server to generate renewal terms for 
renewal of the insurance contract and displaying said renewal terms to said user 
through the communications network (See Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41); and said program 
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prompting the insured to accept the renewal terms through said server (See Martin, 
Col.5, lines 4-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Martin the system of Chapman with the 
motivation of providing recredential process, thus eliminating the long term need for 
physicians to recomplete insurance applications or insurance renewal applications (See 
Martin, Col.2, lines 60-64). 

(K) As per claim 1 1 , Chapman discloses the computer system as in Claim 1 0 
wherein upon receipt of acceptance of the renewal terms by the insured through the 
server, said program directing said server to generate a confirmation message 
regarding renewal of said contract which is viewable by the insured through the 
communications network (See Chapman, Col.3, lines 50-67 to Col.4, line 13). 

(L) As per claim 12, Chapman discloses the computer system as in Claim 10 
wherein upon receipt of an answer to said at least one question indicating a change 
to the insured risk which would affect terms of said contract, said program directing 
said server to provide through the communications network means to enable entry of 
explanatory information by the insured regarding the change (See Chapman, Col.2, 
lines 27-48). 
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(M) Claim 13 differs from claims 1 , 5, 9 and 10 by reciting a method for renewing by 
an insured an insurance contract from an insurer and for an insured risk through a 
computer system having data associated with the insurance contract stored in a 
contract account file on a system server. 

As per this limitation, it is noted that Chapman discloses the method comprising 
the steps of: electronically accessing the contract account file on the system server 
through a website (See Chapman, Col.2, lines 59-65); submitting to said system server 
through said website an answer to at least one question generated by the system 
server (See Chapman, Col.2, lines 49-58) and Martin discloses said at least one 
question designed to determine if a change has occurred with respect to the insured risk 
which would affect terms of the contract (See Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41); upon submitting 
an which indicates no answer to said at least one question change which would affect 
terms of the insurance contract, providing means for receiving from the system server 
through the of said contract (See Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41); and website renewal terms 
for renewal electronically accepting said renewal terms through said website (See 
Martin, Col.5, lines 4-41). 

Thu8s, it is readily apparent that these prior art systems utilize a method for 
renewing by an insured an insurance contract from an insurer and for an insured risk 
through a computer system having data associated with the insurance contract stored in 
a contract account file on a system server to perform their specified function. 

The remainder of claim 13 is rejected for the same reasons given above for 
claims 1 , 5, 9 and 10, and incorporated herein. 
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(N) As per claim 14, Chapman discloses the method as in Claim 13 further including 
the step of: upon submitting an answer to said at least one question which indicates a 
change which would affect terms of said contract, electronically conveying explanatory 
information to the insurer (See Chapman, Col .4, lines 3-13). 

(O) As per claim 1 5, Chapman discloses the method as in Claim 1 3 further including 
the step of: selecting the insurance contract to be renewed from a listing of a plurality of 
contracts between the insured and the insurer which is accessible through the website 
(See Chapman, Col.2, lines 59-65). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but the applied art teaches system for web-based 
payroll and benefits administration (6,401,079). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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